
 

BRULE VALLEY  
SKI  CLUB  2023 

Update by Cordell Manz, President – 12/20/2022 

Hello skiers.  Looks like we are well on our way to a 

very white winter with snow already in late November 

and lots in early December too.  The ski trail should be in 

great shape in large part due to ski club secretary, Jon 

Jurek, who has put in many hours working on our trails 

to make them better for us skiers and bikers: mowing, 

brushing, and grooming the trail to make them more 

snow and ski ready.  His commitment has been so above 

and beyond that the club board voted to pay Jon for 

some of his time on trails getting them ready for us to 

enjoy.  Thanks, Jon – we are very lucky to have you!    

We will also have some additional trail to enjoy this 

winter.  For our annual workday in October five of us 

worked to put the finishing touches on a new ~¾-mile 

section of classic ski trail.  Over the past two years or so, 

a few of us have worked with Matt Leischer to flag and 

brush out a new trail route at the south end of Sally’s 

Classic.   DNR was able to get the large trees removed 

and the trail graded this fall.  We finished on the work-

day by digging out rocks, cutting roots, leveling bumps, 

and pruning on the sides.  The trail was seeded after-

wards by the DNR.  It will be a fun addition and an im-

provement over the straight sections we had. 

At our annual meeting this fall Greg St. Onge let us 

know he has decided to step down from his position on 

the ski club board and from his role as Race Director for 

the River View Loppet.   
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. . . continued  Brule Valley Ski Club Update 
Cordell Manz, President – 12/20/2022 

Both positions he has been doing since the start of the club and the beginning of the ski 

race, respectively.   I’d like to personally thank him for his time and commitment to the 

ski community, Afterhours Ski Trail and our ski club.  We have been fortunate to have his 

service so many years and skiing wouldn’t be what is in Brule without all his efforts.  He 

says he will be around to keep helping, so if you see him on the trails say hello and ex-

press thanks.   Thanks also to Jon Thralow who is filling Greg’s position on the board and 

to my wife, Beth, and Jon Jurek who are teaming up to be Co-Race Directors for the River 

View Loppet.   

This past year has been a challenging year for me as ski club president due to the 

hunter cabin issue.  The ski club has worked with the DNR towards the best resolution 

possible.   While still not completely settled, we have been told by the DNR that the cabin 

will be moved to a new location still to be determined, but one that is not within the Af-

terhours area.   One option being considered for a new location is moving the cabin to 

function as the future warming building for the “Devil’s Hole Ski & Bike Trail”.  This is a 

potential new trail area within the Brule River State Forest that was designated years ago 

within the forest masterplan.  This option is one I’m excited about and feel the ski club 

and community should seriously consider and advocate for.  In June, I worked with Dan 

Kephardt (Property Manager; DNR) in considering potential locations to site the building.  

We agreed on an excellent location for a trailhead several-hundred yards east of Hwy 27, 

on the north side of Rush Lake Road near where the North Country Trail crosses the road.  

This location has electric power close by and could also have an option for a sledding hill.  

Dan and I have discussed ideas to initially construct 10-15 kilometers of trail to the north 

of Rush Lake Road.  This area has the potential for vistas overlooking the Big Lake area of 

the Brule with incredible topography to use for ski trails.  If selected, the DNR would like 

the ski club’s commitment to maintain the building (cleaning primarily) and ski trails.  

This means we as a club committing to doing maintenance and grooming of the new trail.  

I have talked with several skiers who are interested in helping– but would like to hear 

from more potential volunteers.  The DNR could very well choose another option for the 

cabin, but I think this is an amazing opportunity for Brule, one that could be so valuable 

to our community.  Please feel free to contact me if you are interested, have questions, or 

want to say you’d help in some way to make this happen! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 4, 2023 
CANDLELIGHT SKI AND SNOWSHOE 

Join us for the annual Candle Light Ski on February 4, 2023, at 5:00PM.  The full 
moon is the next night on February 5 so provided mother nature cooperates with the 
cloud cover it should be a beautiful night for a ski.  Candles will light two miles of trail 
including a part of the snow shoe trail. Grills, picnic tables, and a bonfire are provided. 
Trail passes are not required for this event, which is sponsored by the Brule River State 
Forest with volunteer assistance from the Brule Valley Ski Club.  Plan to start at 5:00.   

 

FREE LEARN TO SKI DAY- FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
CROSS COUNTRY SKI LESSONS IN SKATE OR CLASSIC FORMAT 

We are still working to secure rental equip-
ment but please let us know if you plan to at-
tend so we can plan for instructors by calling 
Phil at 715-372-5400 or Bob at 218-590-3051 by 
January 28, 2023 for the February 5 date.  If we 
can secure rental equipment there will be a 
small fee and you will also need to let Phil or 
Bob know if you need equipment by January 
28.  We will give lessons in skate and classic 
formats to both beginners and intermediate 
skiers.  You should plan to arrive by noon for 
lessons that start at 12:30 PM. If you would 
prefer a private lesson on another date, please 
let us know and we will try to accommodate 
your request.  

The warming house is open and all of our 
instruction will begin in the warming house at 
noon. Lessons typically are given in small 
groups and last about an hour.  



28th Annual River View Loppet XC Ski Race and Silent Auction 
Saturday January 21, 2023 

We would first like to thank Greg St. Onge for being the Race Director for the past 27 
years.  Greg has done an awesome job preparing for the race and running the race.  As the 
new race directors we are finding out just how much effort goes into planning the Race.  
Greg has also helped us significantly and passed along his detailed records so we can con-
tinue making this a profitable event for the Brule Valley Ski Cub.  .   

This year we will again host the Race in January vs March due to other conflicting 
events. This has been successful as we saw more racers attend which is important for the 
Brule Valley Ski Club’s  largest fund raiser of the year.  Last year we hosted around 100 ski-
ers for the various events.  Congratulations to last year’s winners in the 18K Freestyle Pe-
ter Coenen from Duluth with a time of 52:12 for the men and Lori Seele from Duluth with 
a time of 1:04:55 for the women.  The 18K Classic winners were Eric Patterson from Duluth 
and Bonnie Weiskop from Stillwater.  In the 10K races Randy Shelerud from Byron, MN 
and Kristen Riker-Coleman from Duluth were the top finishers.  The 10K Classic winners 
were Ethan Albrecht from Stillwater and Cecelia Toshner from Gordon, WI.  Nice job Rac-
ers and we hope to see you back this year defending your titles 

We will continue to offer a shorter 10K race for both Freestyle and Classic but NEW 
this year  will be a 28K Freestyle race in addition to an 18K Classic Race like we had last 
year.  A longer Freestyle race had been requested by many of the past racers.  The 28K 
race will be the first event starting at 10:00.  The 28K racers will do the entire 18K race 
route, ski back through the start area and then complete the 10K race route.  Hopefully 
the distance change will make for a great event and some good spectator viewing as the 
28K racers pass through the start area and begin lap 2.   

Last year we handed out hot pasties at the finish line and that was well received so that 
is the plan for this year’s race as well.  We will also be awarding the top male and female 
finishers for each event shortly after the event, and will hopefully be able to recognize the 
top three age group finishers shortly after the events too. 

Registration will be on line at www.Skireg.com/river-view-loppet-2023 or by mailing in 
the 2023 Registration Form ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE.  On line registration will close at 
5:00 on Friday January 20.  THERE WILL BE NO DAY OF EVENT REGISTRATION, so 
please plan accordingly. 

continued . . . 

 



. . . continued  28th Annual River View Loppet XC Ski Race 

We will again have a Silent Auction starting at 8:30am and award the auction items 
around 12:30.  In the past we have auctioned off items such as skis, poles, snowshoes, ski 
grinds, clothing and all types of other good things that skiers love to get a great deal on at 
a silent auction.  We will hopefully be set-up to take a credit card for these purchases but 
it’s also a good idea to bring along some extra cash or a check.  Our ski race sponsor's in 
large part provide these wonderful items and we thank them for their support.  

New this year is the Race timing.  This year we have contracted with Duluth Timing to 
time the events and hopefully we will be able to provide the results faster than in the past. 

Jon Jurek and Beth Manz   
New Race Directors 





This year the mixed use 
trail had some improve-
ments to better increase 
the flow for summer 
mountain biking and 
winter fat biking.  Many 
rocks, roots and stumps 
were removed and several 
corners were reworked to 
improve the flow and 
make it easier for winter 
grooming equipment to 
get through.  Gravel was 
also added at the entry-
way near the chalet since 
this area has been prob-
lematic during the spring 
when the trail is wet.   

More work still needs to 
be done but the trail is 
becoming more user 
friendly for biking. The 
four boardwalk sections 
that were constructed 
two years ago have held 
up great and have shown 
no signs of shifting.  At 
the end of August the 
trail was mowed and 

weed whacked.  In late fall 
the trail was cleared of de-
bris, brush was cut, and 
the leaves were blown off 
the trail which also facili-
tates spring dry out during 
the wet spring season.  

  Last winter the trail was 
groomed multiple times 
and we enjoyed some 
great fat biking.  More fat 
bike enthusiasts are find-
ing out about this hidden 
gem and it is great to see 
people out there enjoying 
this winter activity at Af-
ter Hours.   

  In early November a 
NEW trail was flagged and 
leaves were blown off a 
new section of trail from 
where the existing trail 
crosses at the top of Maple 
to the Six Corners area.  
Progress on this section 
will most likely be on hold 
until the spring of 2023 
due to the early snow fall.  
If anyone is interested in 
working on the existing 
trail, working on new trail 
development or making a 
financial contribution for 
trail development please 
contact me. 

Jon Jurek 218-343-5490 
or jonjurek2@gmail.com 

Mixed Use Trail Update 





Brule River State Forest 

Newsletter Report 

2022 saw several changes on the Brule River State Forest.  From a staffing per-
spective, the Park and Recreation program saw the end of an era as long-time LTE 
Kurt Janko moved on to a permanent ranger position at Pattison State Park.  Kurt 
leaves Brule as the most experienced ski trail groomer in Afterhours history, having 
spent 21 years of his career working on the trail.  Although Kurt will definitely be 
missed, new ranger Cala Hakseth started in Brule this summer and will take over 
much of the grooming responsibility at Afterhours.  Jenn Janness also returned 
again this summer as an LTE educator, spending lots of time at landings interact-
ing with and educating paddlers on the river, rules, and state forest.  We are happy 
to announce that Jenn will be staying on year-round as an educator and Park and 
Rec Specialist and will be able to help with customer service duties, maybe even 
working some over the winter at the Afterhours Chalet. 

On the property, Parks staff worked hard keeping up with very busy 
campgrounds, canoe landings, trails, and use areas over the summer.  During the 
fall, many hours were spent prepping the Afterhours Trail and mowing the nearly 
60 miles of hunter walking trails on the property.  Forestry staff was busy with for-
est management, roads, timber sales, real estate issues, invasive species manage-
ment, and a large wetland mitigation project.  There is never a shortage of work 
and special projects going on a 47,000 acre property.  For this year’s ski season, vis-
itors will notice the second phase of the Sally’s Classic re-route is now finished and 
ready for skiing.  During the Club’s fall work day in October, a large amount of root 
and rock removal was done on this section.  Also, thanks to the many hours of vol-
unteer work from Jon Jurek, the multi-use snowshoe trail is in great condition and 
ready for snowshoers and winter fat tire riders. 

  continued . . .  

 



Brule River State Forest 

. . . continued  Newsletter Report 

We continue to look forward as we work with the BVSC on planning additions 
and improvements to the Afterhours Trail system.  Specifically, more miles of 
mountain bike trails and expansion into the area west of Afterhours Road with 
the creation of skijoring trails are in the works.  Although these projects always 
take more time and money than we expect, it is exciting to see the possibilities 
and to work with partners like BVSC to make them happen.  For those who are 
wondering about the future of the 6-Corners cabin, it will remain closed for the 
time being as options for its future are worked out.  As always, there are opportu-
nities to be involved and informed with the management of the Brule River State 
Forest.  To register for email updates and input opportunities, go to: https://
public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDNR/subscriber/new and select the Brule 
River State Forest as the topic of interest. 

Once again, the Brule River State Forest is extremely grateful for all of the sup-
port, financial contributions, and volunteer hours provided by the BVSC.  This 
partnership helps make the Afterhours Trail one of the best ski trail systems in 
the Midwest. 

Dan Kephart, Brule River State Forest Property Manager 

https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDNR/subscriber/new
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDNR/subscriber/new


About Brule Valley Ski Club 
The After Hours Ski trails are owned and groomed by the Wisconsin DNR, in cooperation with 
the Brule Valley XC Ski club and many dedicated volunteers. 

Club goals: 

• To provide the Brule River State Forest with volunteer and funding support to help build, 
maintain and improve facilities at the After Hours Ski Trail in Brule, Wisconsin. 

• To provide area youngsters and the general public with a place, facilities and educational 
programs for positive outdoor recreation. 

• To assure that the After Hours Ski Trail remains an asset that generates community pride 
and enhances the quality of life. 

• To carry out these objectives in cooperation with the Brule River State Forest, Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. 

History: 

In 1991, following the Halloween snow storm, volunteers Chuck Olson and James Rau began 
using an available Brule River State Forest snowmobile and homemade equipment to groom 
existing trails at the After Hours Ski area. The equipment and trails were poor but volunteers 
including Sally Runge, Chris Beaudin, Greg St. Onge, Darrell Thompson, Bea Laakonen, Patty 
St. Onge, Susie Isaksen, Ron and Chloe Manz worked together to build a skier friendly organi-
zation that gradually proved successful. 

Chuck Olson found an old Alpine snowmobile and a new Tidd-Tech groomer were purchased 
with donated dollars. This equipment greatly improved our ability to consistently groom the 
trails. Cooperation between Brule River State Forest staff and club volunteers made consistent 
grooming possible. 

Skiers from around the area responded to excellent trail conditions and came to ski. So on 
March 13, 1994, we held our first River View Loppet fundraiser and ski race. The races have 
been successful community events with monies helping both the Brule Lions Club and the Ski 
club to reach their goals. Continued work by volunteers led to club incorporation in January of 
1997and that event was followed in May of 1998 with classification as a charitable 501 C (3) or-
ganization. 

In 1997, an old garage slated for demolition was moved from near highway FF and the Brule 
River to the After Hours trail site. Once the building was modified we had an equipment stor-
age space and a warming hut for the first time. Prior to that time, equipment had to be trail-
ered to the trail head each time we groomed. Then in 2001, a new machine storage building was 
completed. That improvement allowed us to then double the size of our ski hut warming area 
utilizing the old equipment storage space. Ski club volunteers and BRSF staff joined together to 
complete both of these projects. Ski club fund raisers have been an integral part of these im-
provements to facilities. 

In the meantime, increased use of the trail by the public has helped the state forest staff justify 
important purchases of equipment. Snowmobiles and grooming devices have been added as 
well as a Tucker Snow Cat that has the capability to cut through ice or heavy snow to keep the 
trails in top condition. 

For more information:  www.brulexcski.com 



Brule Valley Ski Club 
Al Klein, Treasurer 
5223 S Maple Drive 
Poplar WI 54864  

BRULE VALLEY SKI CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM · PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT  
  Annual memberships expire October 31st.  Please renew for this season and send this form to: 

   Brule Valley Ski Club Treasurer, Al Klein, 5223 S Maple Drive, Poplar WI 54864 

First Name ______________________________ Last Name ________________________________ 

 

Address _____________________________City _________________ State _____ Zip __________ 

 

Phone _______________________________ Email ________________________________________ 

Brule Valley Ski Club, Inc., is a tax-exempt charitable or-
ganization defined by Chapter 501(c)(3) of the IRS tax code. 
All but $1.00 of your membership is deductible. 

The After Hours Ski Trail depends on two sources of fund-
ing.  One is state trail pass fees, which pay for Brule River 
State Forest (BRSF) staff time spent on the trail and for pur-
chases of trail grooming equipment.  The other is the Brule 
Valley Ski Club which makes it possible for the BRSF staff to 
groom the trail to the extraordinary, top-quality standards 
Brule Skiers have come to expect. 

□  $15 Individual 

□  $25 Family      

□  $50 Business 

□  $300 Individual 
 Lifetime 

□  $ ____________ 

I am enclosing an 
additional dona-
tion to help New 
Trail Development 

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 

PAYMENT REC’D 

 

$    

□ □ □  


