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Greetings All Trail Users!   
   A fabulous ski season last winter with great snow conditions resulted in quality skiing at After Hours from late November into 
the first week of April.  The outdoors can be a place to escape for so many of us, but maybe it has been even more vital to us dur-
ing this strange year of ‘Covid-19’.  I expect as skiers, most of us will feel even more fortunate this winter for After Hours Ski 
Trail and the opportunity for skis on our feet, gliding over beautiful, groomed snow.  In fact, some club members have been skiing 

the trails already in October!  Pretty crazy. 
 
   The highlight of last winter may have been having the new Red Pine Loop and Nebagamon Creek 
Trail completed just in time for ski season.  Besides the enjoyment of a new trail to ski all season, we 
were able to incorporate the new trails into the racecourse for the Riverview Loppet.  They were a big 
hit with racers, as we switched from two, 12km laps to a long 18km lap preceded by a short, 6km ‘hot 
lap’.  Racers liked the greater course diversity, and the hot lap was more exciting for skiers and specta-
tors alike.  The new trail can help the long-term success of the race with higher participation.  It is our 
hope to eventually have an even better one-lap race once the skijoring trail is constructed.  A very big 
thanks to WDNR staff for all their hard work late last year to get the fun, new trails built and ready to 
go, even constructing a new bridge with the help of club members just before the snow flew.  
 
   The ski trail project and our ongoing mixed use/mountain bike trail project would not have been possi-
ble without the fundraising from the River View Loppet and our membership, volunteers, and other 

charitable contributions we receive.  The ski club wants to thank our race partners - the WDNR and Brule Lion’s Club, for their 
annual help with the ski race.  Additionally, we want to thank North Bay Trading for their generous contribution to the race, as 
well as our other race sponsors.  .   
 
   For a tiny club, we have continued to be remarkably busy and achieved a lot in 2020.  The board met by Zoom meeting in late 
March and with the WDNR in early April to discuss what went well with the ski race, what needs improving, and to discuss future 
trail work.  The club identified the following near-term four priorities:    

  
Priority-1: Racecourse improvements, especially work needed on certain corners and on Red Pine for flow or ‘ski-ability’.  The 
WDNR is planning work on the ski trail, some of which may also be done yet in November.  
 
Priority-2:  Re-routing of the classic-only trail on the south end to eliminate straight sections.  Greg St. Onge and I worked with 
Matt Leischer of WDNR in late spring to identify and flag trail for the classic re-route.  This will result in about 1-2 km of new 
trail.  It appears that about half of this new section should be completed in time for this winter to ski.  Work was being done this 
week clearing trees & brush with heavy equipment.  
 
Priority-3:  Complete conversion of the snowshoe trail into a mixed-use/bike trail and plan its further expansion. The club had 
two, organized workdays this fall converting about 2-miles of snowshoe trail into the mixed-use trail. We have been biking on it 
already.  I’d personally like to thank Jon Jurek, who has been the driver of this project from its inception and has donated an in-
credible amount of his time, energy and sweat, continuing to push this forward to its completion.  We have an incredible oppor-
tunity for awesome trail biking in the state forest. “If we build it, they will come!”   
 
Priority-4: Develop a skijoring trail for skate skiing that accommodates dogs on the north side of 
After Hours Road. The club has started scouting the area north of After Hours Road to start the 
process of designing a layout for the skijoring trail, which we’d like to see approximately 6 km in 
length.  That section of forest has some interesting topography and some existing old trail that 
could be well utilized to help reduce cost and effort.  Furthermore, the ski club recently has had a 
couple of generous offers for us to use privately owned heavy equipment at truly little expense.  
This could be an incredible opportunity to start the construction of and help complete these trails, 
as well as continue the expansion of the mountain bike trails.   
 
   One area where we are hurting is Club Membership.  At present, we have just 21 
individual or family memberships. Please renew your club membership soon and 
recruit new members if you can. And volunteer your time.   We need your help to 
keep After Hours Trails the best it can be for a mix of uses!   

   

  



  The 26th Annual River View Loppet XC Ski Race  **  Greg St. Onge—Race Director 

 S ILENT AUCTION SATURDAY, JANUARY 16,  2021   
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     Who helps pay for new Trail improvements and Grooming expenses?  YOU and your Si-
lent Auction bids!  When you come to the River View Loppet and check in to get your bib or even if 
you just come to watch, you will have the opportunity to bid on items for skiers to help this cause. 
The Silent Auction is smaller this year because of Covid-19. Everything has to be done outside, so we 
are making this and everything quicker and easier to do.  
    For the Classic race participants and spectators, we will have items set for auction and awarded at 
noon at the end of the Classic event. For Skate race participants and spectators, we will award the win-
ning bid items at 3 PM at the close of the skate event.   

Come ski the race, or watch the race, and win a Silent Auction item! Have a great time!  

JANUARY 16 
Riverview Loppet  — 
Freestyle/Classic Ski 
Race  Registration On-
Line    
  
9 - 10 AM Bib pick-up & 
Silent Auction 
10 AM - 10K & 18K 
Classic Start 
 
12 -1 PM Bib pickup & 
Silent Auction 
1 PM 10 K & 18K Free-
style Start 
 
 JANUARY 17-24 
Virtual Challenge — 
Freestyle/Classic Ski 
Race    
  
  
 
 

2021 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 Saturday, January 16, 2021  the River View Loppet and Silent Auction 
 In order to keep ourselves safe in this new environment, ‘we went back to the future’. 
All of our early River View Loppets were truly individual races with interval starts.  A 
person’s finishing time and final placement depended on their ability to sustain their ef-
forts throughout their chosen distance without the aid or support of others. In order to 
give physical separation in this time of Covid-19, we decided to go back to that princi-
pal. In addition, we are separating the Classical events from the Skate events by three 
hours, further separating our participants.  
 
In order to protect our volunteers, we have gone to on-line registration. https://
www.Skireg.com/river-view-loppet   Racers will receive bib and start time info by email 
prior to the event. Only the Bib pickup and silent auction at the race site will occur pri-
or to each event start. Volunteers will gather race results at the finish line. The silent 
auction winners will be notified at noon and at 3 PM of silent auction results from each 
auction.  
 
For now, we have eliminated the water points, shortened our longest event and elimi-
nated the in-person award ceremony and luncheon. We have also decreased the price 
of the in-person events. You can learn more about the specifics of our event in our race 
brochure. But one of the biggest changes is that we have limited attendance to 45 rac-
ers in the Classic and 45 racers in the skate events total on Jan. 16 and we have provid-
ed an alternative event called the Virtual Challenge.  
 

Virtual Challenge—Jan. 17—24    
The Virtual Challenge event allows skiers to ski the racecourse on their own schedule 
and compare their times with others doing the challenge for each of the four races, 10 
K and 18 K both classic and skate. We allow the participants to do the challenge over 
the period from Jan. 17 to Jan. 24. Register on-line:  https://www.Skireg.com/river-view-
loppet   We will post the results on our website for each race result we receive from 
competitors by email. The racecourse will be marked during that whole period so en-
trants can follow the course. Maps will also be available at the warming house. This 
event will provide maximum safety to participants from Covid-19 because there won’t 
be any groups gathering for the event.  



 WDNR—NEWS from Dan Kephart, BRSF  Property Manager 
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BRULE VALLEY SKI CLUB CONTACTS 
President—Cordell Manz, cell 218-591-1153 
Vice-President — Bob Cragin, 218-348-5200 
Secretary — Jon Jurek,  cell 218-343-5490 
Treasurer — Al Klein, 715-364-2664 
Member-At-Large — Greg St. Onge, cell 218-590-3051 
Race Director — Greg St. Onge, cell 218-590-3051 
Learn-to-Ski — Phil Anderson 715-372-5004 
Donations — Cordell Manz, cell 218-591-1153 
Newsletter — Linda Hobbs, cell 715-292-8696 
Brule River State Forest — Matt Leischer, 715-372-5678  
Website — Scott Nesvold, 715-779-3208, 
scott@nesvoldwebdesign.com 

   2020 has been a hugely different year for the Brule River State Forest.  
Most WDNR staff are still directed to work from home with exceptions 
for specific field work.  Parks staff has still been able to continue their 
work, but they have been extremely busy with extra safety precautions 
and cleaning protocols.  Add to this a record year for camping and lots of 
forest visitors and the result is a year we will never forget.  Despite all 
the changes and distractions, several improvements have been made to 
the After Hours Trail System.  With a great deal of help from the Brule 
Valley Ski Club, the multi-use snowshoe trail received some much-
needed shaping and drainage work.  Boardwalk construction is also 
planned to span a wet section of the trail with the goal of making this the 
first true mountain bike trail at After Hours.  A new culvert was installed 
at the end of the trail system near the chalet, and a large amount of brush-
ing and mowing was completed to get the trail ready for winter.  Several 
other projects are still planned, including a re-route of the “straight” 
stretch of Sally’s Classic and the smoothing of some sharp corners on the 
trail system.  A new diesel-powered John Deere gator was purchased this 
year with help from a large contribution from the ski club.  This machine 
should help staff continue to provide great grooming while minimizing 
equipment break-downs.   
     
   As winter approaches and COVID-19 drags on, we anticipate a remark-
ably busy ski season as people will be eager for outdoor activities and 
exercise.  The data shows that this has been a record year for outdoor rec-
reation and visitation to public land like state parks and forests.  Unfortu-
nately, early season skiers will not be able to use the chalet as WDNR 
buildings remain closed to the public until at least January 1st.  
     
   Once again, this year, the Brule Valley Ski Club has been an outstand-
ing partner in the operation of the After Hours Trail System.  Their vol-
unteer work, financial contributions, and input has been extremely valua-
ble and has helped make the trail system one of the best in the area.  Your 
efforts are greatly appreciated by the State Forest and by all the users of 
the trail system.   



Brule Valley Ski Club Contributions — Cordell Manz, President and Al Klein, Treasurer  

The Brule Valley Ski Club has committed to fund future 
Trail Development 

 
The BVSC would like to encourage “You” to contribute a 
Special Donation/Gift to be able to fund these needs.  
 
All Contributions are fully tax-deductible as the Brule Valley Ski 
Club,  is a tax-exempt charitable organization defined by 
Chapter 501(c)(3) of the IRS tax code.   All donations received by 
Dec. 31, 2020 will be tax-deductible in the 2020 Tax Year.  Those 
received on or after Jan. 1, 2021 will be a part of the 2021 Tax 
Year.  You will receive a tax-deduction contribution form soon af-
ter your donation is received.    

Please use the Membership Form for your  

donation and fill out the line reading:    
 

___  $    I am enclosing an additional donation to help with  
NEW TRAIL DEVELOPMENT 

The ski club currently sits at $19,714 in checking/savings accounts.  The board feels like we are 
ready to spend money to move forward with further ski and bike trail development in fulfillment 
of our goals and the state forest master plan.   
 
Here is a brief listing of how the ski club has been able to use our fundraising and other monies 
received to donate financially to WDNR in just the past several years for trail work, facilities, 
and grooming:  In 2017 we donated $3,800 for the stove & fan and $6,000 for the paneling in 

the new warming hut; in 2018 we gave $5,000 for furniture & carpet, as well as $6,000 for the new ski trail 
construction and $3,000 for mixed use/bike trail development; and in 2020 we contributed $7,000 to pur-
chase a new John Deere Gator for grooming.   That is a $30,800 in total! It also does not include paying for 
grooming expenses, which typically cost more than $1,000/annually.   
 
The club has had some special financial donations on occasion from several donors al-
so, one family in particular.  We greatly appreciate those gifts to the club as they help 
us substantially with being able to meet our goals, as well the fulfillment of recreational 
priorities laid out in the master plan for the Brule River State Forest. 
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Mixed Use Trail Development Update    Jon Jurek BVSC Secretary 
 
   I am happy to report that the renovation of the Snowshoe Trail to a year-round Mixed-Use trail has 
progressed nicely in the past year.  The goal is to make this trail user friendly and sustainable for 
mountain biking and hiking in the summer months in addition to fat (snow) bike and snowshoe 
friendly during the winter.  Last winter the trail was groomed several times for fat (snow) biking, 
and I was grinning from ear to ear when I rode the trail. The trail will be even more fun this year with the work that has been 
completed.   

On August 30, twelve volunteers worked for several hours making trail improvements for summer mountain biking and 
again on September 27, eleven volunteers helped out.  In addition to these two workdays several individuals have put in signifi-
cant time making trail improvements. I want to extend a big THANK YOU to everyone that has volunteered thus far.  On Octo-
ber 21, the first boardwalk was constructed and hopefully the weather will allow more boardwalk construction yet this year.  
The boardwalks will enable hikers and bikers to cross wet areas during the summer months and prevent rutting-up the trail.  
The WDNR has constructed two new bridges on the trail to facilitate access and accommodate grooming and maintenance 
equipment.  Both bridges cross the same scenic stream at different locations on the trail and are great additions to the trail.   

 
   I am excited to see this project progressing and near-
ing completion of this initial core loop.  The trail can 
currently be ridden or hiked but the addition of 3 more 
planned sections of boardwalk will make a big improve-
ment.  The lumber is currently on order and should be 
ready for delivery soon and with a little luck and nice 
weather hopefully we can complete these sections yet 
this fall.  
 
   Plans are already underway for additional trail expan-
sion and your physical help and financial support are 
greatly needed.  Please specify “For Bike/Mixed Use 
Trail Development” if your donation is intended for this 
project.  Anyone interested in helping can call me, Jon 
Jurek at 218-343-5490 or contact the Brule River State 
Forest WDNR.  If you have any equipment conducive 
for trail making, this will be taken into consideration 
too.   
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Check out the BVSC Website for the Annual 
Meeting Minutes  

 
Trail conditions are posted to the BVSC’s 
FACEBOOK page and check out https://

dnr.wi.gov/trailConditions/  and 
skinnyski.com    



Brule Valley Ski Club 
Al Klein, Treasurer 
5223 S Maple Drive-
Poplar  WI 54864  

OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
PAYMENT REC’D ______________ 
 
CHECK   _______  CASH  _______ 

 BRULE VALLEY SKI CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM—PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT 

 Annual memberships expire Oct. 31st.  Please renew for this season and send this form to: 
   Brule Valley Ski Club Treasurer, Al Klein,  5223 S Maple Drive, Poplar WI 54864  

 
Brule Valley Ski Club,  is a tax-exempt charitable organization defined by Chapter 
501(c)(3) of the IRS tax code.  All but $1.00 of your membership is deductible. 

The After Hours Ski Trail depends on two sources of funding. One is state trail pass fees, which pay for Brule River State For-
est (BRSF) staff time spent on the trail and for purchases of trail grooming equipment. The other is the Brule Valley Ski Club, 
which makes it possible for the BRSF staff to groom the trail to the extraordinary, top-quality standards Brule skiers have come 
to expect. 
 
NAME ______________________________________________ ___  $15  Individual 
 
ADDRESS ___________________________________________ ___  $25  Household—Name 1 or 2 adults for voting 
 
CITY ______________________  STATE_______ZIP ________ ___  $50  Business—name 1 adult for voting 
 
EMAIL _______________________________________________ ___  $300  Individual Lifetime (one-time payment) 
 
TELEPHONE __________________________________________ ___  $    I am enclosing an additional donation  to 
        HELP NEW TRAIL DEVELOPMENT  


