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Ski Club Update from Cordell Manz, President
Hello skiers! Last year sure was a great ski year with my record-breaking last day on skis on April 22! The ski club has had a busy
off-season with four board/membership meetings this year, two last
spring and two this fall, in addition to our annual fall workday on the
trail.
A fair amount of discussion has centered on plans for our ski
race and plans to develop new trails at After Hours. Dan Kephart
(DNR) informed us of a request to the State for $18,500 funding to
build about three additional miles of ski trail. This is great news if
approved! To help ‘spur’ things along, the board members voted to
fund $6,000 for this project. Our funding will not only help with getting their request approved, but also that work on the ground can start
no later than next year, with our additional funding resulting in even
more miles of new trail network.
To start, plans are to build a new ski loop for both skate &
classic skiing that will be south of River Road towards Lake Nebagamon Creek, and S/SW of White Pine Loop. Priority will also go towards improvement of Sally’s Classic trail. We wish to make the
somewhat ‘difficult’ curve located close to the Spruce Loop junction
easier for novice skiers to navigate. We also plan a re-route on the
south end, where the ‘straight’ sections are located – to make trail there so your ski is more interesting.
Both DNR and the ski club has received numerous requests for off-road biking opportunities in the
state forest. The club has made it a priority to add biking trails and funded $3,000, specifically for a mixeduse/bike trail system. Development already started this fall. Please see our secretary, Jon Jurek’s article for
more info. The club would like to thank those who donated money for this project as well as those folks
who came out to move wheelbarrow loads of gravel on our workday to get started!
At the time of our meeting on September 30, the ski club currently had approximately $26,200 in
savings or CDs. After funding the above, we still have approximately $17,200 still to work with. In addition to some more improvements inside the new warming house, we envision using more of
this money over the next several years to creating the mixed-use biking trail system and additional ski trail. One of our highest priorities
is creation of an additional ski loop on the west side of After Hours
Road that will permit dogs on the trail during the ski season or skijoring.
Other future project developments discussed might include
adding a more challenging ski loop to Sally’s Classic trail, providing
funding to start the Devil’s Hole Ski & Bike Area (planning for this
area is already included in the Brule River State Forest Master Plan),
continued development of the mixed-use trail, or adding a sledding
hill. To do this we need your help with fundraising. With only a
few club members who are active with fundraising effort to a varying degree, extra volunteers with more ideas or connections in our
surrounding communities could be very beneficial to our efforts.
Please contact me if you want to help. Thank you; see you soon on
the trail!
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The 24th Annual River View Loppet XC Ski Race — January 5, 2019 — NEW DATE 1111
Greg St. Onge—Race Director
Twenty-five years ago, when we began our River View Loppet, we started with the idea
that we wouldn’t hold another ski event on the same day as other ‘local’ ski events, to
avoid conflicts and competing events for participants. Consequently, we had our first couple of events in mid- March when the only event we knew about was the Bear Chase at
Calumet, Michigan.
After only a couple of years with the Mid-March date, we were faced with a weekend of
rain and 50 degree temperatures that forced us to cancel the event. The following year, we
moved our race to the first weekend in March, following the American Birkebeiner, and
kept it on that weekend until now. Typically, with a few exceptions, we’ve had good race
conditions and we never again had to cancel the race for weather related incidents. A few
years ago, the Pepsi Challenge at Biwabik, Minnesota was moved to the same weekend,
and consequently, we saw our race participation drop by about a quarter of the participants. Last year though there were several other events on the same weekend of the River
View Loppet, resulting in a greater drop in participants.
Since this is the Brule Valley Ski Club’s greatest fund raiser, we need to maximize the
number of participants as much as possible. Race proceeds help pay for trail improvements and grooming gas. Without the Loppet, we have to rely on donations by After
Hours Trail supporters to make ends meet.
So, now we’ve decided to try a new race date,
January 5, 2019. There are no other local ski
races on that date that we are aware of at this
time. We plan to provide the same quality
event at a very reasonable cost compared to
other events of this nature. Our concerns for
this date include snow cover, temperatures,
and of course volunteer help. We hope that
ski racers will appreciate an early event to
help them get tuned-up for the race season.

2019
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY 5th
Riverview Loppet —

Freestyle/Classic Ski Race
Registration 8-10 am at the
After Hours Trail.

Family Tour at 10:45 am and
Races begin at 11 am

JANUARY 13th

12:30 PM
Learn-To-Ski (See Below)

FEBRUARY 2nd

12:30 PM
Learn-To-Ski (See Below)

FEBRUARY 16th

5—9 PM
Candlelight Ski and Snowshoe Candles will light over
2 miles of ski and snowshoe
trails. Grills, picnic tables,
and a bonfire will be provided. Trail passes not required
for this event sponsored by
the Brule River State Forest.

LEARN TO SKI AFTERNOONS SUNDAY JAN 13TH AND SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 2ND, 2019
Ski club volunteers will provide free instruction for beginning skate or classic skiing at the After Hours Ski Trail in Brule. Be
ready to ski starting at 12:30 PM with your own equipment or by renting equipment through the club. Trail passes or memberships are not required.
Pre-registration is appreciated and required for those renting equipment through the club. Pre-registration must be
made by 7:00 pm of the Thursday night preceding each learn-to-ski afternoon. To pre-register or to rent skis, call Phil
Anderson at 715-372-5004 or Bob Cragin at 218-348-5200. Be sure to provide your name, age, and phone number.
For those renting equipment, provide your shoe size, and approximate height and weight for each person. Rental of
skis, boots and poles costs $5 for each youngster 12 and under and $15 for all others.
Rentals must be checked out at the trailhead warming hut between Noon and 12:30 pm and returned no later than 3:00 pm.
Everyone must sign a release form. Children must have a signed release form by a parent or guardian.
The Learn-To-Ski Afternoons are sponsored by the Brule Valley Ski Club, the Brule River State Forest, and the Brule Lions Club.
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WDNR—NEWS from Dan Kephart, Brule River State Forest Property Manager

It’s hard to believe the ski season is almost here, but as I write
this update snowflakes are flying over the Brule River out my office window. The last year has been a busy and eventful one for the state forest
staff working on the After Hours Trail System. This has been the first
year under a new management system for state forests and parks. Recreational areas, like campgrounds, boat landings, picnic areas, and trails are
now managed through the State Park System. Other operations on the
state forest, like habitat management, real estate management, and timber
sales are still managed by the Division of Forestry. This is the main reason for the changes in staff and areas of responsibility that have occurred
over the last year. Even with all the changes, the After Hours Trail System continues to be a high priority on the Brule River State Forest.
Ranger Matt Leischer and technician Kurt Janko have put many hours in
maintaining and improving the trail over the summer and fall. Recently,
a new bridge was constructed on the snowshoe trail just east of the parking lot, and a re-route was constructed going up the steep hill on the east
side of the bridge. The long-term plan is to improve the snowshoe trail
for multi-use including mountain biking and winter fat tire biking. Matt
and Kurt have also been busy mowing the trail, removing dead-falls, and
fixing drainage issues. A new After Hours Trail sign was just installed
last week at the parking lot, and Matt continues to use the CNC router to
update trail signs out on the trail system.
A big “Thank You” goes out to the Brule Valley Ski Club for a
recent donation totaling $9,000. This will go directly to constructing a
new skate loop in the southwest portion of the trail system, re-routing the
“straight” section of Sally’s Classic, and starting construction on Mountain Bike Trails. The state forest is also grateful to the Ski Club for all
the effort and funds that went toward furnishing the new ski chalet. It is
a great place to hang out and warm up after a long ski or hike.
Our plan for the future of the After Hours Trail System is to continue to improve the quality of skiing and winter trail use as well as to
increase and improve multiple use opportunities like hiking and biking.
As always, feel free to contact me in person at the ranger station or by
calling the office at (715) 372-5678.

Check out the BVSC Website for
the Annual Meeting Minutes
Trails conditions are posted to the
BVSC’s FACEBOOK page and
check out https://dnr.wi.gov/
trailConditions/ and
skinnyski.com

DNR

BRULE VALLEY SKI CLUB CONTACTS
President—Cordell Manz, cell 218-591-1153
Vice-President — Bob Cragin, 218-348-5200
Secretary — Jon Jurek, cell 218-343-5490
Treasurer — Al Klein, 715-364-2664
Member-At-Large — Greg St. Onge, cell 218-590-3051
Race Director — Greg St. Onge, cell 218-590-3051
Learn-to-Ski — Phil Anderson 715-372-5004
Donations — Cordell Manz, cell 218-591-1153
Newsletter — Linda Hobbs, cell 715-292-8696
Brule River State Forest — Matt Leischer, 715-372-5678
Website — Scott Nesvold, 715-779-3208,
scott@nesvoldwebdesign.com

NEW TRAIL DEVELOPMENT AT AFTER HOURS TRAILS
BRULE STATE FOREST

The Brule Valley Ski Club has committed to fund future Mountain Bike and
Additional Ski Trail Development
The BVSC would like to encourage “You” to contribute a Special Donation/Gift
to be able to fund these needs. All Contributions are fully tax-deductible as the Brule
Valley Ski Club,
is a tax-exempt charitable organization defined by Chapter 501(c)
(3) of the IRS tax code. All donations received by Dec. 31, 2018 will be tax-deductible
in the 2018 Tax Year. Those received on or after Jan. 1, 2019 will be a part of the 2019
Tax Year. You will receive a tax-deduction contribution form soon after your donation is
received.
!!! THANK YOU !!!

Please use the Membership Form for your
donation and fill out the line reading:
___ $

I am enclosing an additional donation to help with
NEW TRAIL DEVELOPMENT
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New Mountain Bike Trail Development
Jon Jurek, BVSC Secretary

When I joined the BVSC several years ago and was later
nominated and accepted the BVSC Secretary position in
the Fall of 2016, I let the other BVSC Board members
know that I not only wanted to see continued development
of the ski trails at After Hours but also bring off-road cycling to After Hours.
With the help of all those that contacted the DNR and
expressed interest in mountain and snow biking, the 2017 Brule River State Forest 15 Year Master Plan
includes the addition of mountain and snow bike trails. After several meetings with the DNR staff and
addressing concerns of safety and conflict of interest with the help of representatives from CAMBA
(Chequamegon Area Mountain Bike Association) and North Coast Cycling Association from the Bayfield
area, it was decided the first phase of development would be the improvement of the existing snowshoe
trail at After Hours to accommodate summer mountain biking, winter snow biking (fat tire bikes), and
snowshoeing. Approximately $3000 has been donated by various individuals and one area business thus
far specifically for bike trail development.
At the Fall BVSC Meeting held on September 30, 2018 the BVSC wrote a check to the DNR for $3000
to assist in moving this project forward. At the Fall BVSC work day also held on September 30, 2018, six
volunteers hauled gravel by wheel borrow for 3.5 hours on the first 320 feet of trail to insure a solid trail
entry. The DNR has been granted a permit to construct a bridge across a stream approximately 400 feet
from the parking lot and once constructed this bridge will allow maintenance and grooming equipment
easier access to this mixed-use trail.
I am excited to see another silent sport coming to After Hours to help make After Hours a more year
around destination. If anyone is interested in donating money (please specify on your check “For Bike
Trail Development”), labor, materials and/or use of equipment toward this project please contact me, Jon
Jurek at 218-343-5490 or one of the BVSC board members. The more help and community involvement
that is behind this project, the more trails we will eventually have to enjoy.

New Ski Trail Development
From the Brule Valley Ski Club Annual Meeting Minutes:
Dan Kephart WDNR reported the $18,500 he requested for an additional 3 mile skate ski trail to be developed toward the Nebagamon Creek is still in process but nothing has been approved yet. Dan added the
fastest way to get projects of this nature moving along is for the BVSC to donate funds ASAP so the DNR
can begin moving forward and when the DNR funds are approved they can be used to finish existing projects, lengthen a project or toward a new similar project. Dan said if the BVSC waits for “fund matching”
with the DNR, projects will not be started until the monies have been approved. After discussion the
BVSC wrote a $6000 check to the WDNR for additional ski trail development, $5000 was specified for
the new Nebagamon Skate Ski loop for groundbreaking yet this fall and the remaining $1000 was specified for the Sally’s Classic Trail to remove the two straight sections (one east-west section and an adjacent
north- south section). This $1000 was donated by Mike Van Sicklen with the intention of it being used
for this project.

Brule Valley Ski Club
Al Klein, Treasurer
5223 S Maple DrivePoplar WI 54864

BRULE VALLEY SKI CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM—PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT
Annual memberships expire Oct. 31st. Please renew for this season and send this form to:
Brule Valley Ski Club Treasurer, Al Klein, 5223 S Maple Drive, Poplar WI 54864
Brule Valley Ski Club,
is a tax-exempt charitable organization defined by Chapter
501(c)(3) of the IRS tax code. All but $1.00 of your membership is deductible.
The After Hours Ski Trail depends on two sources of funding. One is state trail pass fees, which pay for Brule River State Forest (BRSF) staff time spent on the trail and for purchases of trail grooming equipment. The other is the Brule Valley Ski Club,
which makes it possible for the BRSF staff to groom the trail to the extraordinary, top-quality standards Brule skiers have come
to expect.
OFFICIAL USE ONLY

PAYMENT REC’D ______________

NAME ______________________________________________

___ $15 Individual

ADDRESS ___________________________________________

___ $25 Household—Name 1 or 2 adults for voting

CITY ______________________ STATE_______ZIP ________

___ $50 Business—name 1 adult for voting

EMAIL _______________________________________________

___ $300 Individual Lifetime (one-time payment)

TELEPHONE __________________________________________ ___ $

CHECK _______ CASH _______

I am enclosing an additional donation to

HELP NEW TRAIL DEVELOPMENT

