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Ski Club Update
Cordell Manz, President –
12/14/2013
Hello skiers! With
the many inches of new
snow in early December,
the trails at Afterhours are
in nearly ‘mid-winter’ conditions already this year!
We had a very good work
day in early November in
which we did a lot of work
to the snowshoe trail trimming branches and clearing
the path to make it ready
for good early season snowshoeing. The state forest
staff also made a number of
improvements to the ski
trail this fall. See their article elsewhere in the newsletter to learn more about
what was accomplished.
On that note, I’d like to
send a great thanks to
Ranger Kevin Fiend for all
his excellent work on behalf of the ski trail system.
We’ve learned that Kevin is
leaving Brule for a new
position with Pattison Park
and will be missed at Afterhours. He has been incredibly dedicated to having
outstanding skiing and fantastic grooming at Afterhours Ski Trail. We also
have a potential new warming hut to look forward to
next year or in the near future if funding goes as expected.
We also had two
board members step down
this year, Gary Rutledge –
who has been our board
member ‘at large’ for a
number of years and very
dedicated to helping with

the ski club. His position
has been filled by Al Klein
who has been an active club
member for some time too.
Thanks for coming on
board, Al! The other board
member who stepped down
is club secretary Rondi
Watson, who agreed to fill
in late notice, for this past
year. I’d like to thank Rondi for filling in help with of
our Facebook page. Unfortunately, we did not have
any nominations for a new
ski club secretary at our
membership meeting recently, and are in a predicament here. At this time, I
request that someone from
membership step forward to
be the club Secretary.
There is not very much to
the duties, which include:
attending two meetings per
year normally and taking
minutes, sending thank you
card receipts to members
each year, and helping with
notifications for club meetings/events. This has been
made much easier also
email, etc. Please consider
volunteering for club secretary, we need your participation to keep chugging
along.
On the note of
participation, we also really
need a few more volunteers
for our other events also.
We need instructors and
help organizing Learn to
Ski Days and also with the
Riverview Loppet. As a
non-profit organization, we
need to continue to provide
educational services like
our Learn to Ski Days to

keep our non-profit, taxexempt status. We can use
help with website postings
and newsletters also if you
have skills in this area. We
can do more, and better,
with your help and your
membership.
Last year
alone, the ski club provided
$1,667.74 in gasoline for
grooming and $1000 to
help pay for a grooming cab
to keep our trails in super
shape and our groomers
more comfortable and happy. We also paid for $400
worth of heat and electricity
for the warming shelter, and
wrote a check for $450 to
pay for the upcoming season’s heat and lights. If
you like skiing on wellgroomed trails and having a
warm, dry place to come in
from the cold, or change
clothes
after
skiing…
please consider joining and
participating in our ski club.
As always, the club again
thanks the skiers, volunteers, Brule Lions Club,
those who make extra financial donations and the
Brule River State Forest
staff for everything you do
to contribute in making
Afterhours a great place to
ski and snowshoe.
You can find ski club
info at our website (http://
www.brulexcski.com/) and
on Facebook (“Brule Valley
Ski Club & Afterhours Ski
Trail”) to look for event
listings and meetings where
we’d appreciate your attendance and/or participation as a volunteer. See you
on the trails!
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AFTERHOURS SKI TRAIL”
Riverview Loppet
Picture Gallery

We’re on the Web!
www.brulexcski.com
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2014 Riverview Loppet XC Ski Event, March 1st
For the first time
last year, we began using a
new start format for our
River View Loppet. Instead
of 2 at a time, interval starts
every 30 seconds, we had
four races with 9 waves.
Each wave is gender specific so that competitors know
who they are racing against
in their particular race. Only the men’s 24K which is
the most popular event had
two starting groups, young
and older which roughly
split the numbers in half.
Comments from racers were
positive about last year’s
event.
All of the events started
and ended in front of the ski
hut for the first time. This
gave everyone a chance to
see the start and added to the
enthusiasm for each event.
And as always, friends and
family get to see the competitors finish which adds to
the excitement for everyone.

Benefits from this
format for the race organization were also evident. We
needed fewer volunteers to
line up everyone before the
start. Time keepers didn’t
have 60 to 75 individual
starts to keep track of for
race results. We finished
the event in the same time
frame. And for those forgetful skiers, we didn’t miss
anyone at their assigned
start time.
Our original format
worked well for many years
and was especially necessary when the After Hours
trail was new and narrow
with some difficult square
corners. However, our new
wider track made this form
of wave starts possible while
still reducing the potential
mayhem that occurs in large
scale mass start races.

Late winter snows typically give us excellent
grooming conditions.
Come ski, volunteer, or
watch the 19th River View
Loppet scheduled for Saturday, March 1, 2014.

We’re on Facebook!
“Brule Valley Ski Club
and Afterhours Ski Trail”

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JANUARY 4TH
12:30 PM
Learn-To-Ski (See Below)
January 16th, Full Moon
FEBRUARY 2ND
12:30 PM
Learn-To-Ski (See Below)
FEBRUARY 8TH
5—9 PM
Candlelight Ski. Candles
will light 2 miles of trails.
Grills, picnic tables, and a
bonfire will be provided.
Trail passes not required for
this event sponsored by the
Brule River State Forest.
February 14th, Full Moon
MARCH 1ST
Riverview Loppet XC Ski
Event
Freestyle and Classic
styles. Registration 7:30—
8:45 am Brule Town Hall.
10:00 AM Races Start Afterhours Trail
March 16th, Full Moon

LEARN TO SKI AFTERNOONS SATURDAY, JAN 4 TH AND SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 2, 2014
Ski club volunteers will provide free instruction for beginning skate or classic skiing at the Afterhours Ski Trail in
Brule. Be ready to ski starting at 12:30 PM with your own equipment or by renting equipment through the club. Trail passes
or memberships are not required.
Pre-registration is appreciated and required for those renting equipment through the club. Pre-registration must be
made by 7:00 pm of the Thursday night preceding each learn-to-ski afternoon. To pre-register or to rent skis, call Phil
Anderson at 715-372-5004. Be sure to provide your name, age, and phone number. For those renting equipment,
provide your shoe size, and approximate height and weight for each person. Rental of skis, boots and poles costs $5 for
each youngster 12 and under and $15 for all others.
Rentals must be checked out at the trailhead warming hut between Noon and 12:30 pm and returned no later than 3:00 pm.
Everyone must sign a release form. Children must have a signed release form by a parent or guardian.
The Learn-To-Ski Afternoons are sponsored by the Brule Valley Ski Club, the Brule River State Forest, and the Brule Lions Club.
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BVSC / WDNR
Picture Gallery

WDNR—Update
A Special Note Kevin Feind,
Ranger—Brule River State
Forest

Check out the BVSC Website for the Draft Annual
Meeting Minutes and Treasurer’s report of 12/14/13
Trails conditions are posted
to the BVSC’s FACEBOOK
page and check out skinnyski.com and norwiski.com

I’d like to take this opportunity to let the Brule Valley
Ski Club know that I will be
leaving the Brule River State
Forest on January 11th, for
I’ve accepted a job promotion with the Bureau of Parks
and Recreation. I will be the
supervisor for Pattison and
Amnicon Falls State
Parks. In the more than 16
years I’ve been the ranger
for the Brule River State
Forest, it has truly been a
pleasure working with the
Brule Valley Ski Club in
making improvements with
the Afterhours Trail. As you
well know, it has been a passion for me to keep the trail
in the best condition the
snow conditions would allow. We’ve come a long
way, and now the trail system is a destination for many
throughout the Midwest. It
has been credit to the BVSC
in continuous support of the
BRSF in making this happen. The partnership has
been very special, and in
many ways unique.
Thank you for all your support, and I wish you well. I
look forward to the construc-

tion of the new warming
shelter that should be completed in the next two years,
pending on funding.
As you know, the shelter has
been my pet project, and I
can’t wait to see its completion.
/s/ Kevin
Note from Dave Schultz,
Superintendent—Brule
River State Forest
There were a considerable number of improvements
made including pushing
brush back on trails for wider grooming. The state forest bought a new Ginzu
groomer that is wider than
others we’ve had, which
should help grooming trails
to make two passes, instead
of three. Skier usage at the
trail last year was approximately 400 annual passes
sold, 1000-1200 daily passes. A busy Saturday can
have up to 150 skiers. Usage
at the ski trail is equal to the
Brule River campgrounds in
summer for comparison.
The state forest will be
building a new warming
shelter, 24x36 in size to replace the current shelter next
year, or the following if
things go as expected with

funding. The current shelter
was re-modeled by the ski
club and forest staff in about
2003-04. Dan Kephart was
hired as the Assist. Ranger
for Property Mngt. and Phil
Brown as a new ranger, and
will also be hiring another
ranger to replace Kevin.
From the Annual Meeting
Minutes 12/14/13:
Dave Schulz also brought up
the idea to approach the
Brule Lions Club at this time
to see if they would want our
help with the annual running
race they hold on the Afterhours trails in August. The
ski club divides income from
our ski race 50:50 with the
Lions Club, since they provide insurance for the race
and food. They have offered
to take less in the past, but
we have kept the current
format to split income. Dave
offered that if we help with
their running race (possibly
time the race/provide volunteers), we could perhaps
share income with them. We
agreed that we could approach the Lions Club with
this potential idea at their
winter meeting, which we
usually attend in February
prior to the Riverview Loppet.

BRULE VALLEY SKI CLUB CONTACTS
President—Cordell Manz, cell 218-591-1153
Vice-President — Bob Cragin, 218-348-5200
Secretary — looking for a person to fill this position!
Treasurer — Greg St. Onge, cell 218-590-3051
Member-At-Large — Al Klein, 715-364-2664
Race Director — Greg St. Onge, cell 218-590-3051
Learn-to-Ski — Phil Anderson 715-372-5004
Donations — Cordell Manz, cell 218-591-1153
Newsletter — Linda Hobbs, 715-373-0141
Brule River State Forest — Dave Schultz, 715-372-5678
Website — Scott Nesvold, scott.nesvold@gmail.com

BRULE VALLEY SKI CLUB MEMBERSHIP FORM—PLEASE CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT
Annual memberships expire Oct. 31st. Please renew for this season and send this form to:
Brule Valley Ski Club Treasurer, Greg St. Onge, 5735 S Lake St, BRULE WI 54820
Brule Valley Ski Club, Inc., is a tax-exempt charitable organization defined by Chapter
501(c)(3) of the IRS tax code. All but $1.00 of your membership is deductible.
The Afterhours Ski Trail depends on two sources of funding. One is state trail pass fees, which pay for Brule River State Forest
(BRSF) staff time spent on the trail and for purchases of trail grooming equipment. The other is the Brule Valley Ski Club,
which makes it possible for the BRSF staff to groom the trail to the extraordinary, top-quality standards Brule skiers have come
to expect.
OFFICIAL USE ONLY
PAYMENT REC’D ______________

NAME ______________________________________________

___ $15 Individual

ADDRESS ___________________________________________

___ $25 Household—Name 1 or 2 adults for club voting

CITY ______________________ STATE_______ZIP ________

___ $50 Business—name 1 adult for club voting

EMAIL _______________________________________________

___ $300 Individual Lifetime (one-time payment)

TELEPHONE __________________________________________

___ $ I am enclosing an additional donation

Brule Valley Ski Club
Greg St.Onge, Treas.
5735 S LAKE ST
BRULE WI 54820

CHECK _______ CASH _______

